
ETHYL CORPORATIOX 
CoEPOHATE EN^'TEON'MENTAI- ̂ ^J-"FAIES 

August 6, 1986 
P L E A S E : A D D C J E S S P E - L V 

TC A S l F L C F ' D A E L V O 

BATQM H O O O E , LA 7 0 8 0 I 

us EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION f> 

Ms. Virginia Loselle 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
1550 Sheldon Road 
Northville, MI 48167 

Dear Ms. Loselle: 
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Tnis letter outlines the further investigations needed to answer these 
environ-Tiental questions still reraining with regard to Ethyl's Ferndale 
I,a:.oratory property on Eight Mile Road. A soil gas survey will be n^de in the 
for~ier gasoline tank farm areas. Questions raised by the high, fluctuating 
r£v.netor,et:er readings in the north field and in Area 3, just south of the 
field, will be resolved uy dicging in those specific locations. 

Mr, ' rrar.rz, Technical Director of Analytical I-atxjratories Divis.i( 
-cal Services, has recently provided you with lists of the z\orz 

critical or::;an:i ,̂icals which his analyses checked but did not detect -in 
the groundwater I'onitoring well saj-ples last December. Note that Hydro 
Research Services, vvho perfcrr.ed those analyses, has since been purchased frorri 
Clow Corporation and is new Ar-̂ alytical I-aboratories Division. A suirrary of 
the che.Tiicais listed by Mr. Frantz is attached. This additional inforration 
substantiates that there is no Groundwater problen in this area. 

Seventy-three underground gasoline £.,orage tanks were rerroved frc~ the 
property in Fecr'jary, 1985, at the request of the Ferndale Fire Departr,^int. 
Fire Marshall VJillia-i LeGault ronitored this operation closely, and r.is retn:,rt 
is in your file. He did not observe any spillage or indication of pricr 
leakage. The soil gas survey will provide a second check as to whether or not 
there is any hidden coiitarrdnation froir: this source. 
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Our consultant plans to use a Century Organic Vapor .Axialyzer (OVA) 
instrurent calibrated for gasoline co.-r.conents and equipped with a probe 
approxir.ately three feet long. The OVA has a self-contained vacuu-Ti purp to 
draw the vapor sa:Tple through the probe for continuous analysis in the flar.s 
io;iization detector systen̂ ;. Narrow holes will be hand-auqerec or punched 
the sand and then covered prior to analysis to allow any orgariic vapor in 
ii"iterstitial voids to build up in them. The three tank farm areas (betwee 
and C 'Wings, between the garage gas station and A \;ing, and behind R Build 
will be surveyed on approxiir.ately fifty-foot centers. If a significant 
organic concentration is found at any of the locations, we will r,ake 
additional tests to verify and delineate the area affected. 

The Decenrber ragnetorneter survey of the open nine-acre plot at the north 
of the property contained a nû 'ber of readings which were very high and 
fluctuated from mc'ient to mor.ent. Our consultants rer:iain adar^nt that the 
fluctuations did not indicate buried metal but rather reflected some 
electrical disturcance, possibly from the 4,800 volt feeder bordering the 
field. As you pointed out, the most logical way to resolve this is to dig 
under these spots and see if there is anything there. The seven rracnetou.ete; 
readings over 58,000 gamr-as on this plot will be investigated. 
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At each location, we plan to dig down four to five feet with a tractor-
mounted auger. If resistance indicates there is any buried concrete, r'ubble, 
or metal, we will widen the hole with a back-hoe enough to identify what we 
have found. 

A branch of the electrical feeder parallels the 170-foot traverse run 
across Area 3, just south of the large field. Most of these readings 
fluctuated, also, and we will dig under all of them. The bare area near the 
old incinerator pad will also be checked as you requested. 

We plan to begin this investigation on August 26th with the 27th as backup 
if we are unable to cornplete in one day. If this date is satisfactory, please 
advise as soon as possible so that we can schedule our contractors. 

Very truly yours. 

IS-
C. E. Colvin 

CEC:imc 

AttachiTient 

cc: D. C. Bach 
D. E. Park 



SL^'i-PJtY OF CRC^J.IC CKENnCALS LISTED 
AS "NOT DETECTED" IN DECE>3ER,' 1985 

I^r-l^YSES OF ET!TiX CG?Po?ATIO>:'S ^'D^lITORI:•rc WELLS 

Acetoni t r i l e 

Acrolein 

Acrylar.ide 

Acrylonitrile 

Benzene 

Benzyl chloride 

Bis(2-chloroethcxy) 

3is(2-c: 

Brcn.tbenzene 

3rc~oGichlorcreL;hane 

Brc:r,oforiyi 

Broro~ethane 

Carbon disul f ide 

Carbon tetrachloi ' ide 

Chloracetalder-yce 

Chloral 

^ 1 J J L - ' l ^ J . , - -CTJ l i _ Î Ti . ^ 

Chi or oeth.ane 

1-Chlorohexane 

2-Chlcroethyl vinyl ether 

Cnlorc~ethare 

Chloro-iethyl rethyl ether 

Cnlorotoluer:e 

Dibronochloro:::ethane 

Dibrov;o:T.ethane 

1,2-Dichlorcbenzene 

1,3-Dichlorobenzene 

1,4-Dichlorobenzene 

Dichlorodifluoronethane 

1,1-Dichloroethane 

1,2-Dichloroethane 

1,1-Dichloroethylene 

trans-1, 2-Dichlorcrethylene 

Dichlorcr'iethane 

1,2-Dichloroprcpar.e 

C13-1,3-Dichlcrcprcpene 

trans-1,3-Dichlorcprcpene 

Diethyl ether 

Ethyl benzene 

Methyl ethyl ketone 

Methyl isobutyl ketone 

Paraldehyde 

1,1,2,2-Tetrachlcrcothane 

1,1,1,2-Tetrachlcr'Oethane 

Tet r achlorce thyl e.-.e 

1,1,1-Tr ichlcroethane 

1,1,2-Trichlcroethane 

Trichloro>9thylene 

Trici.lorof luorc~etr.ane 

Tr ichloropropane 

Vinyl chloride 

Xylfcr,es 

These c h e i - i c a l s , i f p r t - b e n t , v o u l J h,-:ve been d e t e c t e d . 


